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Levy (/2006 T1
discovered by David Levy on
October 2, 2006 was his first
visual discovery in 12 years,
and it brings his total comet
finds to 22 (9 visually and 13
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photographically). 1t was
discovered in a 16-inch /5
Newtonian reflector and
confirmed visible in a Meade
8-inch "finderscope.” C/2006
T1 reaches perihelion on
October 9th at a distance of
1.072 astronomical units from
the Sun. It is not expected to
get brighter than about 10th or
T1th magnitude. The comet is
currently in Leo, moving
southeastward to Sextans. To
get the comet's orbital
elements and ephemeris, go to
the Central Bureau for
Astronomical Telegrams,

http://cfa-
www.harvard. edu/iawEphem
erides/Comets/2006T1.html
Courtesy Sky & Telescope

Upcoming Events:

3 Nov Trip to Norman
Lockyer Observatory

10 Nov James Fradgley

17 Nov Alternate date for
NLO trip

15 Dec Regular Meeting

Observing Nights:

27-28 Oct Fleet Farm—
<Weather Permitting>

More to comel

Suggestions welcome
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The first meeting of autumn
brought us Bob Mizon and his
talk on the “Astro-Alphabet”.
The objects he talked about
really encouraged members to
get out and re-look at some
familiar patches of sky for
some very rewarding
surprises! He also gave us an
update on the CfDS and
encourages all members to
keep “talking” and gt the
word out. Use proper lighting
and illuminate only the areas
which require it, not areas
which don’t.

Harvest Moon 6 Oct. 2006.

Tonight, when the sun sets and
the twilight fades to black, go
outside and look southwest to
find Jupiter. 1t looks so
nearby, yet Jupiter is 830
million kin away. Light from
the sun takes 43 minutes to
reach the giant planet, and for
Earth’s fastest spaceship, New
Horizons, it’s a trip of 13
months, Not far to the left of
Jupiter is Pluto. Tiny Pluto is
almost 5 billion km away.
Sunlight takes more than 4
hours to get there, and New
Horizons 9 years. A smidgen
to the right of Pluto, among
the stars of the constellation
Ophiuchus, is Voyager 1.
Launched from Florida 29
years ago, the spacecraft is a
staggering 15 billion km away.
It has traveled beyond all the
known planets, beyond the
warmth of the sun, almost
beyond the edge of the solar
system itself

“On  August 15, 2006,

Voyager 1 reached the 100
AU mark—it is 100 times
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The end of October brings us a
New Moon and early dark
skies. The next Open Viewing
Night(s) will be the 27th and
28th of Oct at Fleet Farm. If
the weather looks promising,
we’ll be at the farm from 8pm
onwards. Dress warm!

A trip to the Norman Lockyer
Observatory (NLO) is
scheduled for the 3rd Nov
(Friday). The NLO members
meet at 7:30pm in Sidmouth
and have invited us to join
them. If it is not clear, we can
postpone the trip to the 17th
Nov.  They are looking
forward to meeting the WAC
members.  Please contact
Sheri to express interest,
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% Celestial Sights

The bright eclipsing
varigble star Algol should be
in one of its periodic
dimming, magnitude 3.4 in-
stead of its usual 2.1, for a
couple hours centred on 5:48
am. Saturday morning BST.
Algol takes several additional
hours to fade and to
re-brighten.

Comet SWAN update: A nice
binocular comet is now 6th
magnitude,  slightly brighter
than predicted, as it moves
from the dawn to the evening
sky, passing below the north
celestial pole. Right now
Comet SWAN (C/2006 M4) is
near Cor Caroli in Canes
Venatici, under the handle of
the Big Dipper. It is climbing
higher into good view in
Canes Venatici and Bootes

Staggering Distance

By Dr. Tony Phillips
farther from the Sun than calculated what the
Earth,” says Ed _SlO_ﬂe, heliosheath might be like.
Voyager project ~scientist. “Many of our predictions were
“This is an important wrong” says Stone. In situ,

milestone in our exploration of
the Solar ~ System. No other
spacecraft has gone so far.”
At 100 AU, Voyager 1 is in a

strange realm called “the
heliosheath” Our entire solar
system sits inside a giant
bubble of gas called the
heliosphere.  The sun is
responsible; it blows the

bubble by means of the
solar wind. Voyager 1
has traveled all the way
from the bubble’s heart
to its outer edge, a gassy
membrane dividing the
solar system from
interstellar space. This
“membrane” is the
heliosheath. Before
Voyager 1 reached its
present location,
researchers had

Voyager 1 has encountered
unexpected magnetic anoma-
lies and a surprising increase
in low-enersy cosmic rays,
among other things. If's all
very strange—“and we’re not
even out of the Solar System
yet” Radio messages take 14
hours to arrive, “it’s worth the
wait” says Stone. Courtesy JPL

Incase it is ever found by intelligent beings elsewhere in the galcoey, Voy-
ager carries & recording of images and sounds of Barth and s inhabitants.
The diagrams on the cover of the recording symbolize Earth’s location in the
galary and how to play the record.
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