[image: image1.jpg]Planet news—Currently, the
largest known dwarf planet
is Eris, renamed from 2003
UB313. Eris is just slightly
larger than Pluto, but orbits
as far as twice Pluto's
distance from the Sun. Eris
is shown above in an image
taken by a 10-meter Keck
Telescope. Eris has a moon,
Dysnomia which is visible
above just to the right of
Eris. Dwarf planets Pluto
and Eris are trans-Neptunian
objects that orbit in the
Kuiper belt of objects past
Neptune. Eris was
discovered in 2003, and is
likely composed of frozen
water-ice and methane.
Since Pluto's recent
demotion by the IAU from
planet to dwarf planet status,
Pluto has recently also been
given a new numeric
designation: (134340) Pluto.
Currently, the only other
officially designated "dwarf’
planet” is (1) Ceres. Courtesy
of APOD.

Upcoming Events:

29 Sept Speaker Bob Mizon
13 Oc Planetarium Night
10 Nov James Fradgley
15 Dec TBA-

suggestions welcome

Observing Nights:

More to come!

Ring 07970 644637 %

Sky Watcher

670 Club News
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Been quite a long time since
the last meeting  During
August several members of
the club gathered at Fleet
Farm for two nights of observ-
ing, Several impressive
Perseid meteors were spotted
despite the full moon. A wide
range of observing equipment
was available for members to
share views and enjoy the
company. Many thanks to all
the members who braved the
questionable skies on the 11th
and the gorgeous skies on the
12th. The next viewing night
to be announced very soon.
We look forward to seeing
everyone at the next one!

Clear Skies!

X«? Website
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The website is currently un-
dergoing a facelift to give it a
cleaner and easier to use
layout. The Gallery has been
updated and has plenty of

space for member photos.
Submit your favourites to
Nigel. For adding to the

collection. If there is interest,
a notice board for selling or
wanted items. Also, a
member area with a Forum is
also possible if members are
interested.

Please let Nigel know if you
have suggestions. web-
master@weymouthastronomy.
co.uk
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% Celestial Sights

Comet 2006 M4 (SWAN)
discovered in late June from
SOHO images is due to
become a binocular object. It
is expected to reach magnitude
6 during mid-October. It will
be moving from below the
Plough then through Bootes
and near M13 near the end of
October. Tt is expected to
remain a binocular object
through November as it passes
near Altair at the end of the
month. A good source of
location and magnitude
information can be found at:

www.ast.cam.ac.uk/~jds

Happy comet hunting!

Deadly Planets

About 900 light years from
here, there's a rocky planet not
much bigger than Earth. It
goes around its star once every
hundred days, a trifle fast, but
not too different from a
standard Earth-year. At least
two and possibly three other
planets circle the same star,

forming a complete solar
system,
Interested? Don't be. Going

there would be the last thing
you ever do.

The star is a pulsar, PSR
1257412, the seething-hot
core of a supernova that
exploded millions of years
ago. Its planets are bathed not
in gentle, life-giving sunshine
but instead a blistering torrent

of X-rays and high-energy
particles. "It would be like
trying to live next to
Chernobyl," says Charles

Beichman, a scientist at JPL
and director of the Michelson
Science Center at Caltech.

By Patick . Bany and Dx Tony Phillps

Our own sun emits small
amounts of pulsar-like X-rays
and high energy particles, but
the amount of such radiation
coming from a pulsar is
"orders of magnitude more,"
he says. Even for a planet
orbiting as far out as the Farth,
this radiation could blow away
the planet's atmosphere, and
even vaporize sand right off
the planet's surface.

Astronomer Alex Wolszczan
discovered planets around
PSR 1257+12 in the 1990s
using Puerto Rico’s giant
Arecibo radio telescope. At
first, no one believed worlds
could form around pulsars—it
was too bizarre, Supernovas
were supposed to destroy
planets, not create them.

(Continued on page 2)

Artist’s concept of a pulsar and surrounding disk of rubble called @
“fallback” disk, out of which new planets could form.
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