[image: image1.jpg]Planet news—Jupiter's two red
spots, Red and Red Jr. are
currently undergoing a collision

and should be at closest
approach next week. If you are
able to see this, we would like
to hear from you for the
newsletter and website.

astro@digital-reality.co.uk
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S5G7 This  month  the
. website is undergoing
even more

enhancements. The Night Sky
section will keep us all up to
date with some highlights
of the skies for the month.
Coming soon, an updated
Gallery section with even
more club member
astro-images. Please con-
tinue to send your photos and
sketches to: webmaster
@weymouthastronomy.co.uk

o 11/12 Aug Viewing Night*

© 29 Sept Speaker Bob Mizon
“Astro Alphabet””

© 13 Oct Meefing (TBA)
© 10 Nov Meeting (TBA)

15 Dec Meeting (TBA)

* Open viewing night(s)
weather permitting  from
8:30pm onwards at Fleet

Farm. Perseid Meteor Shower
will be active. More informa-
tion will be available on the
website or ring 07970 644637

.2 w7 At the last meeting
.’Z the club was treated
O to an inspiring talk

by one of our own
members, Geoff Kirby. His
presentation entitled ‘50
Years an Amateur
Astronomer’ struck a chord
with members of all levels of
astronomical interest.

Geoff's book of the same title
was made available to
members on CD for a
donation to a cancer charity.
More copies of the book
can be requested direct
from Geoff.

The club would like to
hear from other members
who would be interested in
contributing. Please contact
Sheri or Nigel for more
information.

Sky Watcher

% Celestial Sights

Venus can bee seen as a
gleaming object over in the
east/north-east before the
sunrise. In July, you'll need to
look over in the east before
4.30am to see this planet.

looking south at sunset
Thursday, July 6th
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Jupiter is still very bright
sitting above the southern
horizon as it gets dark, . The
gas giant sets around 1.30am
at the start of the July. By the
end of the month it will set
before midnight. Check out
the finder chart opposite to
locate Jupiter this month.

Space Shuttle Discovery lifis off Pad 398 at Kennedy Space
Center headed for theé International Space Station. Photo
credit: NASAKSC

6 July 2006—STs-121

Space Shuttle Discovery's
engines roared to life and the
orbiter lifted off from Pad 39B
at the Kennedy Space Center
in  Florida. Cheers and
applause rippled throughout
the Space Coast as
Discovery climbed higher and
higher into the crisp blue sky.

Thursday, Discovery will
meet up and dock with the
International Space Station.

Steven Lindsey commands a
crew of five American
astronauts, Pilot Mark Kelly
and Mission Specialists
Michael Fossum, Lisa
Nowak, Stephanie Wilson
and Piers Sellers, and one
astronaut from the European

www.weymouthastronomy.co.uk

Space Agency, Thomas
Reiter. This is the 18th U.S.
flight to the International
Space Station and the 32nd
flight for Space
Shuttle Discovery.

While docked, the STS-121
crew will test new equipment
and procedures to improve
shuttle safety, as well
as make repairs to the
station. Reiter will remain
with the Expedition 13 crew
on the station.

Discovery's landing is
planned for 8:52 am. EDT,
July 16 at Kennedy's Shuttle
Landing Facility. There is a
possibility that the STS-121
mission may be extended
one more day. Landing will
then take place on July 17 at
9:14 am. EDT.
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